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Grenada runs deep with shipwrecks, history,

scenery
By Nell Cote

Thursday. November 10 200!

GRENADA, West Indies - When a small island chain's chief natural resource is
nutmeg, you need to bring a lot of stuff in

And when the goods typically arrive in diminutive, aging rustbucke! freighters, well
it figures that the regional seabed would be litered with shipwrecks. At last count
there were nine off the coast here that were diveable and |ikely many others too
deep to be explored

Not good for mariners. But good for marine Iife and for those of us who delight in
abserving the undersea world with fins, mask and compressed air

Case in point: the humble litte Shakem, which on May 30, 2001 went from
working freightar 1o unplanned artificial reef while steaming in from Trinidad with its
holds overloaded with concrete that shifted, causing the ship to lilt in rough seas
The Shakem went down within easy sight of the mainland And there it remains, on
keal and upright in 110 feet of water with both anchor lines down and many sacks of
vary wel concrete still in place

Accessible to divers with basic certification, the Shakem s now ane of the mus!-
sae wrocks that make the waters of Grenada a diver's delight

Soon after going under the waves, the Shakem attracted a slow of pelagic critters,
and they ve kept on coming. Octopus and moray eels have found haven in the
deteriorating vessel's many nooks and crannies. Barmacuda hover over the doeck like
stationary torpadoes.

More experienced divers can drop onto the stern. working their way through the
cabin decks and info the lower rooms where a generator is still in place, although
we re lalking water so dark that a torch may be necessary for vislbility

Up until last March &, the Shakem was the newest addition to the submerged
wrecks, bul then the freighter Hema | went down in 90 feet of water just a few miles
off the south coast en route to Trinidad. Among its tenants is the ublgquitous nurse
shark, a usually docile species that resembles 8 huge catfish. Rays, turtles, moray
eals and lobsters also have taken up housekeeping at Hema |

Then there's the so-called Titanic of the Camibean, the Bianca C, a 800-foot
Italian cruise ship that sunk in October 1861 while being towed to port after an
@iplosion and fire had disabled her engine room. Its final resting spot is between 80
and 140 feel beneath the waves, currenl and depth make her suitable for axpert
divers only (despite my protestabons my guides would not let me dive there)

The fact that our hotel, the True Blue Bay Resort (www truebluebay com: rates
from about $180) on Grenada's southwest side, lacks a real surl beach wasn'i of
much concern to those of us who know the best swimming is always underwater,
and at True Blue's entrance is Aguanauts Grenada (www._aguanautgrenada.com), a
PADI 5-star diving operation

Founded and run by some adventurous Europeans, Aguanauts operates three
cusiom-designed dive boats and is most familiar with the reefs and wrecks that
make up 30 nearby dive sites

Among the other dives my companions and | did with Aquanauts was Shark Reef
(named for the nurse sharks, most of which stayed away)

W also tried a night dive along anather reef that led to the stern quarter of a
cargo ship, where Caribbaan lobsters were hanging out. If you've never dived at
night, the act of descending with moonbeams shining through the water gives one
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